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B.J. Raji: Packers’ nose tackle had 6%2 sacks.
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Best Buy hires Justin Bieber
to update its brand, image
TV commercial, also featuring

Ozzy Osbourne, will debut during
the Super Bowl. 1B.

Moscow bombing highlights
vulnerability of airports

Terrorists could target unprotected zones, such as
curbside and baggage claim areas, ticket counters
and security check-in lanes, experts say. 7A.

U.S. life-expectancy increases
lagging behind other nations

Smoking, obesity problems cut three to four years
off longevity; Japan among high-income countries
outliving Americans. 3A.

Justice Dept. to review rash
of deadly attacks on police

Analysts to seek common denominators and study
whether training, resources are sufficient. 3A.

Verizon juices up iPhone deal
with $30 unlimited data plan

Sorry, there is a “but”: Pricing is temporary. It will
switch to a tiered plan, but doesn’t say when. 1B.

High-definition TV could
change certain rules in golf

Governing bodies are reviewing whether player’s
disqualification was fair after HDTV viewers saw
his ball move a fraction of an inch. 1C.

Our new mixed martial arts
website packs a punch

We have news, videos, schedules, rankings and
analysis. Check out mma.usatoday.com.
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States with most
federal workers

Number of current and
retired federal employees:

465,912

354,133

Source: Federally Employed Women (www.few.org)

By Anne R. Carey and Karl Gelles, USA TODAY

By Mimi Hall
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — Issuing a plea for a new era of
American innovation, President Obama on Tuesday
urged a politically divided Congress to invest in
education and technology to help the nation com-
pete in an exploding global marketplace. “At stake
is whether new jobs and industries will take root in
this country or somewhere else,” Obama said in his
second State of the Union Address.

He invoked the space race with the Soviets a
half-century ago, noting the United States began
behind and ultimately triumphed. “This is our gen-
eration’s Sputnik moment,” he said.

The president, who congratulated the new Re-
publican House Speaker John Boehner of Ohio, said
reinforcing the nation’s slow economic recovery
will be difficult and insisted the only way to make
progress is to bring an end to the partisanship in
Washington. “What comes of this moment will be
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25 years after tragedy, lessons
still hang over space #
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Obama’s proposals
Drive job creation

Invest in
research,
transportation,
education to
stimulate
employment.

1

Freeze spending

Five-year

freeze on

‘ domestic
spending; GOP

‘ wants deeper
reductions.

Change corporate taxes

Simplify taxes,
end loopholes;
use savings to
cut corporate
tax rates.
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fiscal 2012 budget, due mid-February, will include
“painful cuts” including “tens of billions of dollars”
from the Defense department.

Boehner dismissed the spending freeze. “Simply
inadequate,” he said of Obama’s proposals.

Even some of Obama’s friends griped a little.
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., didn’t
like Obama’s pledge to veto bills with earmarks, the
money lawmakers include for special projects. “It’s
alot of pretty talk,” Reid said.

Obama, however, stayed optimistic. He said the
government must build on its economic progress
through targeted spending aimed at better educat-
ing the nation’s children, developing clean energy
sources, building a high-speed rail network across
the country and helping businesses provide wire-
less Internet service to 98% of Americans. “The
steps we’ve taken over the last two years may have
broken the back of this recession,” he said, “but to
win the future, we'll need to take on challenges
that have been decades in the making.”
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“To reach out for new goals“ad ever-greater

achievements — that is the way we shall commem-
orate our seven Challenger heroes,” he said.

A quarter-century later, however, that promise
seems no more enduring than the smoke from
Challenger that hovered over the Florida coast that
chilly morning in January 1986. Some experts con-

uce Weaver

launch.

down to earth

tend that the loss of Challenger gave Ameri-
ca’s human space program a significant push
toward its twilight status today.

In the years after Challenger, America’s hu-
man space program “has limped along,” says
Joan Johnson-Freese of the Naval War Col-
lege in Newport, R.I, who has written several

books about space
policy. “There have ~ COVER STORY
been great plans

that have been barely met, if at all.”

The Challenger loss shrank America’s fleet
of shuttles from four to three, and forced im-
portant shuttle missions to be put on hold or
canceled. As directed by President George W.
Bush, NASA is about to retire the shuttle this
year, even though it has no replacement in
the wings. NASA succeeded in building a
huge space station in orbit, but proposals by vari-
ous presidents to send crews to the moon and
Mars have come to nothing.

Challenger’s legacy is more complex than what
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